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Aircraft Repair, Supply 
Base “Big-Time” Operation 


The Coast Guard’s Aircraft Repair and 
Supply Base near Elizabeth City, N. C., 
provides convincing proof that Coast 
Guard aviators need not depend upon a 
“wing and a prayer” to perform the 
variety of flying assignments for which 
the service is known and respected. 

The proof is found in a catch-all term, 
“maintenance,” a rather prosaic descrip- 
tion of a vital military necessity. As was 
evidenced in World War II, and can be 
applied with equal emphasis to civilian 
life, it is one thing to receive good equip- 
ment—it is another thing to keep this 
good equipment good. 

The Coast Guard's ARSB, organized 
for command purposes as a headquarters’ 
unit, is the only establishment of its kind 
in the entire service. 

Its operational mission is “To effect 
overhaul, major repairs, and modification 
of aircraft and aeronautical equipment ; 
to provide for procurement, storage, stock 
inventory control, accounting, issue and 
shipping of aircraft supplies, parts and 
aeronautical equipment; to preserve, 
store, and maintain replacement aircraft 
and parts; and to provide training for 
enlisted personnel to fill the needs of the 
Coast Guard in certain aviation ratings.” 

From a physical standpoint, the ARSB 
does not come under the heading of a 
small-time operation. It consists of 27 
buildings, located within slightly more 
than 55 acres on the Coast Guard Air Sta- 
tion reservation, located approximately 7 
miles east of Elizabeth City. 

Largest of these buildings are the two 
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hangars, which have over-all dimensions 
of 413 by 220 feet, and clear hangar deck 
areas of 400 by 145 feet. 
arched, and thus permits a 


tach hangar is 
lean-to on 
each hangar side to house an amazing 


variety of administrative, repair, and 
supply activities. Three small buildings 
contain an aviation training school. 


There are eight special purpose buildings, 
such as the boathouse on the adjacent 
,asquotank River and a fire main-pump- 
house, plus nine storage buildings. 

Nearby is another Coast Guard activity, 
the Rotary Wing Development Unit which 
tests and experiments with helicopters 
under Headquarters’ control. Each of 
the three organizations on the station res- 
ervation operates independently of the 
others. 

The site on which the ARSB is located 
became “air-minded” in the early days of 
World War II. Adjoining the air station 
property, it was developed commercially 
as an aircraft modification plant. Then 
it passed into Navy hands, and finally 
was abandoned. The Coast Guard be- 
came the new owner, commissioning its 
base in January 1947, with 10 officers and 
63 enlisted men assigned for duty. 

The Coast Guard was ready for such 
an establishment. Prior to World War II 
Coast Guard planes were of commercial 
design, and consequently parts and ma- 
terial were available from manufacturers. 
Upon mobilization with the Navy, the 
Coast Guard was furnished with various 
types of Navy aircraft and subsequently 
merged its supply and repair problems 
with the Navy. When hostilities were 
terminated, the Coast Guard returned to 
the Treasury Department with a variety 
of Navy aircraft and parts retained under 
a transfer agreement. But the Coast 
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CATALINAS OVERHAULED AT ELIZABETH CITY 
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The reconditioning of these air giants, expected to require about 18 months, is one 
of many overhaul assignments of the Coast Guard’s Aircraft Repair and Supply 


Base in North Carolina. 


fixed in a specially built metal frame, ready. for repair. 


In the foreground is a damaged section of a helicopter, 


The only installation of 


its kind in the Coast Guard, the base has a stock inventory valued at $48,000,000. 


Guard failed to retain, understandably 
enough, all of its wartime partnership 
with Navy in the matter of aircraft sup- 
ply and repair. The result was that the 
Coast Guard had to “go into business for 
itself.” 

Perhaps few persons foresaw the speed 
with which, this aircraft repair and sup- 
ply project would snowball. How the 
finance and supply experts went to work 
and set up a system of procurement, stock 
inventory control, accounting and issue 
of supplies, parts and equipment is a story 
within itself. 

At the same time, the Coast Guard 
began to discover certain advantages in 
overhauling some ofits own aircraft. Re- 
pair contracts with the manufacturers 
were replaced by a flexible work schedule, 
whereby jobs were assigned and reas- 
signed priorities according to necessity. 
Ways were: found to reduce overhaul 





The aeronautical organization. be- 
gan to feel a measure of stability and 
strength, the support of logistics was for- 
tified and long-range planning was fa- 
cilitated. Although civilian specialists 
ultimately were added to the staff, avia- 
tion personnel were introduced to on-the- 
job training in all phases of overhaul, 
and a by-product was the availability of 
facilities to modify aircraft and equip- 
ment to fit a particular Coast Guard need. 
The same overhaul, modification, repair 
and testing was extended to aircraft radio 
and electronics equipment, including the 
electrical systems. Admittedly much of 
the equipment now is passed along for 
manufacturers’ repair after screening, be- 
the Communications and Elec- 
tronics Department simply is not staffed 
or equipped to handle this intricate re- 
pair unless the adjustments are minor. 
The Aviation Machinist Mate School 


costs. 


cause 
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and Aviation Electronicsman School, es- 
tablished in February 1949, was an out- 
growth of the ARSB general plan. These 
schools, with a curriculum that deals 
with both theory and practical knowledge 
of the complicated subject of aircraft 
and their parts, turn out a tetal of about 
50 graduates every term. The electronics 
course continues 12 weeks, and the 
machinist study requires 22 weeks. 

Thus, in a nutshell, the ARSB is a kind 
of super garage for aircraft where 
troubles are diagnosed, repairs are made 
from stocks at hand, parts and planes are 
modified, and personnel are trained on the 
job and in the classroom for an interest- 
ing, profitable future in a growing service 
field. 

The Overhaul and Repair Department 
began its activities principally with air- 
craft and aircraft engine preservation. 
Sixty-five planes and 500 engines were 
accepted, permanently preserved or placed 
in temporary storage. Preservation re- 
quires removal of certain components 
before the aircraft, and the airframe and 
engine accessories, can be attacked. 
Planes in temporary storage have to be 
flight-checked frequently and routinely 
maintained, much the same as if they 
are in active use. 

The aircraft program 
Started early, too, such as modifying the 
PG-1G for use on the International Ice 
Patrol and doing likewise for planes em- 
ployed on special photographic duties. 

Soon thereafter several aircraft in per- 


modification 


manent preservation were needed for 
operational duties. This meant a com- 
plete “depreservation” of the plane, re- 
placement of engines and wings, checks 
and tests. Several of these were PBM’'s 
(Martin Mariners).. The modification 
section found itself providing such special 
items as helicopter rescue hoists, flota- 
tion gear and long-range fuel tanks, and 
changes involving flight safety on PBM’s 
and R5C’s. Major plane components were 
being rebuilt and emergency repairs were 
being made. Economically, the Depart- 
ment started to justify itself by salvaging 
unfit aircraft and parts and selling what 


could not be reclaimed. 


Major overhaul was started in Novem- 
ber 1948, and has included such types as 
the Grumman Widgeon, Grumman Goose, 
and the Flying Fortress. The biggest job 
to date, just underway, calls for the over- 
haul of eight PBY5A’s (the Catalinas) a 
new project expected to require approxi- 
mately 18 months to complete. 

The major overhauls are performed in 
accordance with detailed specifications 
and phase work sheets prepared to spec- 
ify not only what must be done during 
overhaul but the normal sequence of op- 
eration in performing these numerous 
tasks. These specifications are peculiar 
to each type of aircraft undergoing over- 
haul, and sometimes even to the model 
within a type. On the average each type 
of aircraft carries about 50 accessories 
requiring instructional manuals, as well 
as numerous written changes, bulletins 
and technical orders and notes. It can 
b2 seen readily that a large library is 
necessary for all this technical informa- 
tion, along with blueprints and micro- 
films. 

The personnel of the O & R Department 
at present includes about an equal num- 
ber of civilian workers and military rates. 
Both work together on practically all 
projects, one group supplementing the 
other. This pooling of ability, initiative, 
and application of skill is “paying off.” 

In the Communications and Electronics 
Department, the emphasis heretofore has 
been on the use of Coast Guard person- 
nel. Recently, however, in order to pro- 
vide a continuity of performance of 
overhaul work, certain civilian specialists 
have been hired. 

It is interesting to note the kind of 
electronic projects being carried on un- 
der Headquarters’ direction. These proj- 
ects consist of investigation, and tests of 
electronic equipment or methods. Where 
flight testing is necessary, a JRB plane 
has been assigned to ARSB as a “flying 
laboratory,” and this craft is literally 
filled and covered with strange-looking 
devices undergoing tests. 

The projects include flight testing of 
a Coast Guard-developed radar beacon 
equipment called “Ramark,” originally 














designed to provide an aid-to-navigation 


to radar-equipped merchant vessels. 
Whether it can be adapted for radar- 
equipped aircraft, a radical change from 
the radar beacon equipment provided in 
World War II, is to be determined. 

A second project is the flight testing 
of the new Civil Aeronautics Administra- 
tion airways radio aid known as VOR, or 
the VHF omni-directional range. This 
investigation, under way several months, 
indicated the need for a special receiving 
antenna to cover the VOR frequency 
band. Eight other similar projects have 
been assigned. 

The electronics group also is concerned 
with the standardization of equipment 
installation. Surprisingly enough, it re- 
ports, practically no two aircraft of the 
same type have similar electronics in- 
stallations, and in some instances the 
load on a plane’s electrical system has 
been found excessive when all equipment 
aboard is used simultaneously. 

The Supply Section estimated recently 
that the stock on hand, including engines, 
was worth in the neighborhood of $48,- 
000,000. The amount of material, whether 
crated in huge boxes and stacked almost 
to the hangar roof or heaped loosely in 
dozens of bins, is tremendous. The va- 
riety ranges from wing nuts to wing 
panels. The stock supply varies, of 
course, as parts roll in one door from the 
manufacturer, while at another door 
small and bulky boxes and packages leave 
for Coast Guard air units all around the 
country and beyond. 

One little-known Supply activity is re- 
search to determine satisfactory substi- 
tutes for items no longer available. Some 
commercial concerns, it was explained, 
manufactured instruments, accessories, 
and material peculiar to certain aircraft 
only during the war; now these manufac- 
turers have converted their plants to 
other products. 

The ARSB is authorized 14 officers, 203 
enlisted men, and 99 civilians, including 
part-time workers. Activities of the base 
are directed by Commander L. H. Seeger. 
Commander T. F. Epley is the executive 
officer. 
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Double-Duty Loran May 
Increase Use By Fishers 


The success of the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service ship Oregon in locat- 
ing schools of the elusive albacore through 
the use of Loran was an “eye-opener” to 
North Pacific fishing fleets. This fact, 
plus the admitted advantages of Loran 
in navigation, may result in a widespread 
use of Loran among fishermen. 

The Oregon, on a 2 months’ exploration 
trip, located the schools of fish by Loran 
and then broadcast their position by radio 
to nearby fishing fleets. 
hurrying for an advantage, experienced 
difficulty owing to their limited naviga- 
tional equipment. 


Some vessels, 


During stop-overs at coastal towns, the 
Oregon’s Loran equipment was minutely 
examined by fishing vessels’ owners. 


Brunswick, Maine, Pupils 
Appreciate CG Movies 


“T enjoyed the Coast Guard at sea work- 
ing for their country; the most of all, to 
see them work and the captain give the 
orders. All men obey.” 

So wrote a very young man of St. John’s 
School, Brunswick, Maine, as he and 
some 30 other students of the seventh and 
eighth grades “took pen in hand” to thank 
the Coast Guard Public Information Divi- 
sion for use of official films portraying 
service activities. 

The unsolicited, but nevertheless ap- 
preciated, deluge of “thank you” corre- 
spondence was complimentary. But it 
was apparent the young spectators were 
left with varied impressions. 

Here are some other excerpts: 

“These films proved to us that the 
enemy has a very poor chance in trying 
to attack our country while we have the 
Coast Guard to protect us.” 

“It shows us that we should not always 
be jolly in life, but to be alert and 
serious.” 

“The picture shows how men exposed 
their lives to rescue human bodies. Boy! 
Don’t they work hard?” 
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MAINTENANCE MEANS “KNOW HOW” AS WELL AS GOOD PARTS 


The Coast Guard may not possess the newest planes, but it is sold on the idea of 


keeping the planes it has in good shape. 


With such emphasis on maintenance, the 


responsibility for “keeping ‘em flying” falls on the man who does the job. Here in 
the Aviation Schools at Elizabeth City, N. C., student-Coast Guardsmen work on 
“cut-away” engines to learn “why” as well as “what,” and look forward to important 
maintenance assignments upon graduation. 


Reserve Ensigns Now 
Eligible for Promotion 


All officers who hold current commis- 
sions as ensign in the Coast Guard Re- 
serve on inactive duty have been declared 
eligible for promotion to the rank of 
lieutenant (junior grade), providing they 
have a minimum of 3 years’ adjusted 
service and are physically, mentally and 
morally qualified to perform the duties 
of the higher rank. 

Eligibles must request the promotion in 
writing to the Commandant, via the dis- 
trict commander, accompanied by a report 
of medical examination. It is estimated 
about 75 percent of the present Reserve 
ensigns will be eligible on the adjusted 
service basis. 

The last “en bloc” promotion was au- 
thorized in December 1945, affecting en- 





signs whose dates of rank were between 
2 May 1944, and 1 June 1944, inclusive. 
The new date of rank was made 1 De- 
cember 1945. 

Because demobilization was not con- 
cluded until 30 June 1946, a number of 
Reserve ensigns finished 2 years’ active 
service in grade prior to terminal leave. 

Early in the war, it was explained, en- 
signs with 9 months’ service in grade 
were promoted, However, as the war 
progressed, service in grade requirements 
went above-17 months. The present co- 
dification calls for the promotion of en- 
signs of the Regular service after 3 years’ 
service in grade. 

The Reserve and Auxiliary Division, 
Headquarters, reported it now is studying 
a promotional policy for all other Re- 
serve ranks. This policy will be included 
in a révision of Reserve regulations. 
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Reassignments Follow 
Year-End Retirements 


Owing to a number of year-end retire- 
ments, some of the major activities within 
the Coast Guard were in new hands this 
month. 

The most important shift, previously 
announced, placed Vice Adm. Merlin 
O'Neill in the office of Coast Guard Com- 
mandant upon the retirement of Admiral 
Joseph F. Farley. Admiral O'Neill, the 
former Assistant Commandant with the 
rank of rear admiral, was nominated for 
the post by the President and received 
congressional approval. 

Rear Adm. E. G. Rose, who retired 1 
December as Chief of Operations at Head- 
quarters, was succeeded by Capt. Arthur 
G. Hall, who had been commander of the 
Seventh Coast Guard District, Miami. 
Capt. George E. McCabe, formerly chief of 
staff of the Eighth District, New Orleans, 
succeeds Captain Hall. Captain McCabe's 
post at New Orleans was filled by Capt. 
Frank A. Leamy, former chief of the 
Floating Units Division, Office of Opera- 
tions at Headquarters. 

Rear Adm. Louis B. Olson, former com- 
mander of the Eleventh District, Long 
Beach, was named commander of the 
First District, Boston, to succeed Capt. 
Floyd J. Sexton, retired. Capt. Thomas 
Y. Awalt, chief of staff of the Eleventh 
District, was appointed acting com- 
mander. 

Rear Adm. Joseph Greenspun arrived at 
Juneau, Alaska, to take command of the 
newly activated Seventeenth District 
from the acting commander, Capt. Niels 
S. Hogan, who becomes his chief of staff. 


Ice is an important source of water in 
the Arctic and requires less processing 
because it loses its salt and organic im- 
purities through crystallization. Water 
from glacial streams must be filtered 
earefully to remove indigestible silt; 
other pools and streams are polluted in 


summer by algae. Nearly three parts of 
snow are needed to obtain one part of 
water. 





Coast Guard Unit Leads 
Ship Memorial Parade 


Coast Guard men of the Port aux 
Basques, Newfoundland, Loran transmit- 
ting station, recently led a memorial 
parade and participated in a service at 
this Newfoundland community honoring 
the hundreds who lost their lives when 
the HMCS Caribou was torpedoed during 
World War II. The steamer, her passen- 
ger list including nine United States 
servicemen, went down while en route 
to Port aux Basques from New Sydney 
in the Cabot Straits. 

A Coast Guard rifle squad fired volleys 
during the service. This was the second 
invitation extended within 6 months to 
the Coast Guard station to take part in 
local observances. 


New Building At Miami 
Said Hurricane Proof 


A new steel and concrete structure at 
the Seventh District’s Causeway Island 
Base, Miami, Fla., built on clusters of :cre- 
osoted pilings driven down 50 feet to bed- 
rock, is all ready for any destruction- 
packed hurricanes that may elect to rip 
across Florida in the future. 

The building, for shop and storage pur- 
poses, is a victory of mind over matter. 
Faced with sandy soil on the small man- 
made island, engineers tested and retested 
before deciding nearly 500 wooden pilings 
would provide the necessary support and 
anchor and would last for at least 200 
years. 

The island was built in the late 30's; 
however, with the advent of World War 
II, it was covered with temporary build- 
ings. These “war relics” were the only 
construction found at Causeway until the 
new building was erected and the installa- 
tion of machine shop equipment, gear for 
the electronics section, carpenter shop 
equipment and material, and a complete 
supply section was begun. An aids to 
navigation department will be a further 
development. Eventually, an administra- 
tion building and a barracks, as wings, 
will form a “U-shaped” block. 
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COAST GUARD LEAGUE HONORS RETIRING COMMANDANT 


Admiral Joseph F. Farley, who retired 1 January as Commandant (right), receives a 
Coast Guard League plaque from National Commander John P. Henrie for his 
interest in and cooperation with the League during his assignment. The award 
and a citation of merit were voted by the League’s National Convention last Octo- 


ber. “My greatest pleasure in working with the League,” 


Admiral Farley re- 


sponded, “was the many fine friendships that developed from my association with 


your officers and members. 


Reserve officers are eligible for asso- 
ciate membership in the United States 
Naval Institute, Annapolis, Md. Member- 
ship dues of $3 annually include a sub- 
scription to INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS, a 
monthly publication with articles of pro- 
fessional interest. 

Amendment No. 15, Reserve Regula- 
tions, authorizes the establishment of four 
categories of personnel in the Reserve— 
organized, volunteer, inactive, and re- 
tired. Organized units will be authorized 
as funds become available. All personnel 
presently in the Reserve, except retired 
members, are classified as volunteer 


reservists until further notice. 


I appreciate this honor.” 


The 1959 All-Navy basketball cham- 
pionship finals will be held during the 
week of 12 March at Norkolk, Va., where 
the Commandant of the Fifth Naval Dis- 
trict will be the host. Coast Guard quin- 
tets have been invited to hold local elim- 
inations and then send winning clubs to 
the Norfolk meet. 


A rifle-bearing detail from the Cutter 
Mocoma, at Miami, was ordered into de- 
fensive action when the crew of a Haitian 
merchant ship and longshoremen threat- 
ened to brawl! during a loading operation. 
The Mrami Heracp said the detail was 
furnished at the request of the State 
Department. 
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New Navy Recipes Are 
Passed to Coast Guard 


Coast Guardsmen who have developed 
an appreciation of the choice and prepara- 
tion of foods in general messes soon may 
have the opportunity to evaluate new 
and tastier concoctions. 

The first distribution of the new Navy 
Recipe Service, the successor to the 1945 
edition of the Navy Cook Book, was 
started in November to selected Coast 
Guard offices and units. Five additional 
sets of recipe cards will be distributed 
within the next 18 months. When dis- 
tribution is completed, some 800 recipes, 
plus conversion tables, temperature 
charts, sainple menus, and the like, will 
be availabe. 

The Navy reported it decided to send 
out the recipes in increments as they are 
tested and printed. Under this plan 
messes may start receiving partial bene- 
fits immediately from the new publication 
instead of waiting until it is entirely 
completed. 

Copies are not available to all units 
operating messes, it was explained. 
Although recipes, designed to provide 100 
portions, may be broken down by formula 
conversion to provide fewer portions, it 
is considered the Service’s usefulness at 
small units will be very limited.” 

“These recipes,” the Navy announced, 
“have been thoroughly tested using Navy 
ingredients and will produce highly ac- 
ceptable dishes if the ingredient quan- 
tities and the method indicated are 
carefully adhered to.” The recipes are 
presented in card form this time, instead 
of a bound volume. 

Service as a cadet or midshipman, 
even though performed prior to 1913, is 
not creditable as “Federal service” within 
tLe scope of the Reserve Retirement Act, 
Public Law 810. 





At the request of the International 
Boundary Commission, three unlighted 
buoys have been established to mark the 
international boundary in Lake Erie. 
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New Pay Act Affects 
Retirement of Enlisted 


Citing the probability that men retired 
hereafter under the Enlisted Retirement 
Law may not be entitled to an additional 
10 percent in retired pay for good con- 
duct or extraordinary heroism in line of 
duty, Headquarters announced applica- 
tions for such retirement could be with- 
drawn upon request of the applicants. 

The extra percentage, it was explained, 
appeared to be affected adversely by the 
newly enacted Career Compensation Act. 
Retirement requests scheduled for con- 
sideration prior to 31 January were sub- 
ject to voluntary canc®@llation by appli- 
cants. A second group to be retired about 
31 May will be increased according to 
the January cancellations. 


Navy Working on New 
High-Speed Torpedo Boat 


The Navy announced it is at work on 
plans for new high-speed motor torpedo 
boats equipped with aluminum hulls, 
more powerful engines, and greater fire 
power. Four of these new craft are now 
planned or under construction. 

At the same time new tactics and tech- 


* niques for the use of these boats are being 


developed. 

The Navy has decommissioned all but 
four of the hundreds of PT boats that 
fought in World War II. 


Ex-SPAR, Now a Sister, 
Joins Journalism Class 


By way of the Hawalran CATHOLIC 
HERALD comes the report that a former 
“radiowoman” of the Coast Guard, who 
served about 18 months in the SPARS, 
has entered journalism classes at Mar- 
quette University, Milwaukee, Wis., as 
Sister Mary Damien, S. D. 8. 
member of the Convent of the Sisters of 
Milwaukee. The 
article said she was “the most recent GI” 
to enroll at Marquette. 


She is a 


the Divine Saviour, 
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New Skipper Supervises 
Rescue of 8, Big Cargo 


Two days after Lieutenant F. A. Goettel 
took command of the USCGC Woodbine 
on Lake Michigan he engaged in the 
rescue of eight men and about $170,000 
in property, according to the Grand 
Haven Tribune. 

A heavy towline from a tug to a large 
steel scow, loaded with a 60-ton derrick, 
scoop shovels, and coal, separated in high 
seas and a stiff wind. The line was re- 
placed during early morning, but again 
parted about three miles from the Grand 
Haven (Mich.) Light. 

A power surfboat responded to a radio 








233 


distress call and succeeded in getting 
temporary lines from the tug to the scow 
before the arrival of the Woodbine. 
The tow to Grand Haven was made safely. 


Plane Burns At Midway 


A Coast Guard twin-engine 
plane was completely destroyed by fire 
at Midway, the Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
reported, just as it was about ready to 


patrol 


depart for Honolulu. Three men re- 
ceived minor injuries. 

The plane, being ferried from Guam 
to San Francisco for a major overhaul, 
burst into flames while the engines were 
being tested at the end of the runway. 


HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS INVITED TO INSPECT BIBB AT BOSTON 


Community relations, a phase of public relations by which Coast Guard units not only 
educate the public in service objectives and accomplishments but enhance their own 
standing in their local areas, was demonstrated at Boston, Mass., by the crew of 


the Cutter Bibb. 


Just returned to port from ocean weather station, Commander 


Carl H. Stober (right), Bibb executive officer, welcomes aboard freshmen of Weeks 


High School, West Newton, Mass., for an inspection of the vessel. 
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Courts-Martial Manual 
Distribution Underway 


The new manual for Coast Guard courts 


martial, approved 22 November by the 
Secretary of the Treasury and effective 
upon receipt, was being distributed late 
in December throughout the service. _ It 
supersedes only the courts provisions of 
the 1935 Courts and Boards. 

The publication contains 122 form speci- 
fications as against 42 shown in the old. 
Forms of many specifications have been 
simplified. 

The manual throughout emphasized 
matters of substance and de-emphasized 
matters of form. Forms and examples 
cited are considered illustrative rather 
than mandatory ; as the Secretary pointed 
out, “The rules of procedure, evidence, 
and substantive law set forth are to be 
interpreted and applied in conformity 
with the principle of reasonableness.” 

It is declared that any error not af- 
fecting substantial rights will be regarded 
as harmless and will not be considered 
grounds for disapproval. However, any 
substantial legal defect nay be noticed by 
the Secretary, regardless whether it was 
objected to at the trial. Finally, the man- 
ual sets a precedent by its separate dis- 
cussion of constitutional rights of the ac- 
cused, especially the concept of due proc- 
ess of law. 

Several changes in procedure of bene- 
fit to the defendant are noted. Tor ex- 
ample, heretofore the defendant has been 
advised promptly by the court when 
found “not guilty” on certain charges or 
specifications. However, if any charges 
or specifications remain it is almost a cer- 
tainty the verdict on these will be “guilty” 
and the announcement of same will be 
made later. In this interval the defend- 
ant must wait to determine whether he is 
guilty as charged or guilty on a charge 
that has been reduced. Henceforth, the 
findings of the court will be announced 
promptly. 

Furthermore, the authority convening a 
court martial is not permitted to go on rec- 
ord as criticizing or admonishing the mili- 
tary court personnel for their official ac- 





tions or decisions. In addition, the de- 
fendant will be furnished a copy of the 
trial record in general courts-martial 
cases, eliminating the necessity of his 
written request for permission to examine 
the record for his own purposes. 


Coast Guard Is Fourth 
in Treasury Pistol Meet 


The Coast Guard marked its initial 
participation in a recent Treasury De- 
partment Nation-wide pistol competition 
by placing five men high enough to take 
fourth place in team standings. 

The top CG quintet, the best of 39 CG 
competitors in a field of 271 from 10 
organizations, boasted a total score of 
1,370. Coast Guard trailed Alcohol Tax 
Unit, the cup winner with 1,440, United 
States Mint, and Customs, but finished 
ahead of White House police and Secret 
Service. 

Best CG shot was GM1 John Jewett, of 
the McLane, with 277, which brought him 
a gold medal, an expert button, and a 
silver medal for placing sixteenth in in- 
dividual standings. He was ‘followed 
closely by GM1 J. E. Pinnix, Washington, 
with 275. Other team placements were 
gained by Lt.(jg) S. H. Hatch, Washing- 
ten, 274; Commander C. R. Couser, of 
the Winnebago, 273; and GM1 S. L. Loyer. 
Washington, 271. 

Silver inedals distributed to Treasury 
district winners went to GM1 Clifford 
Lomax, New London, and Lt. (jg) M. E. 
Meekins, Honolulu. Of the 10 expert 
buttons issued, Coast Guard received 
seven. Silver medals also went to Pinnix 
and Hatch for placing nineteenth and 
twenty-second, respectively, in individual 
standings. Couser, Loyer, Meekins, and 
L. C. Wadman, of San Francisco, were 
awarded bronze medals. The poorest 
Coast Guard individual score was 67 
places above the lowest of the 271 par- 
ticipants. 


The USS (now USCG) Yonaguska, a 
tug, was received recently from the Navy 
on a loan basis and placed in commission 
at Honolulu, her permanent station. 
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COAST GUARD PHOTOGRAPHER LEARNS ART OF NEWSREEL SHOOTING 


PH1 Marvin L. Bailey, 29 (right), has the distinction of being the first CG photog- 
rapher to complete a postwar on-the-job training course in newsreel photography 


under professional supervision. 


Here he is instructed by Al Brick, Pacific coast 


manager of Movietone News and an Academy Award winner, who headed the crew 


of which Bailey was a member. 


Movietone News has offered to provide similar 


instruction for other CG photographers, including actual shots of news in the 


making. 


Lt. Comdr. Leary Receives 
Cosette Morrison Cup 


The Cosette Morrison Trophy, a silver 
loving cup topped by the replica of a sail- 
boat, has been awarded to Lt. Comdr. 
Robert T. Leary, USCGR, by the Cruising 
Club of Hawaii as being Hawaii's out- 
standing yachting benefactor during 1949. 
Lieutenant Commander Leary was se- 
lected above nominees from every yacht- 
ing club in the Territory. 

Lieutenant Commander Leary was 
nominated because he “revitalized the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary which bids fair 
to become one of the leading organiza- 


tions on the local yachting scene.” He 
was lauded for sponsoring, through the 
Auxiliary, classes in navigation, seaman- 
ship, and safety-at-sea. In addition, he 
was commended as an “able yachtsman 
and exemplary Coast Guardsman” for his 
feat of rigging a jury rudder for the 
yacht Flying Cloud in the 1949 Trans- 
Pacific race, enabling her to finish first 
in her class. 

The trophy was given by Commodore 
C. W. MacFarlane, so-called “father” of 
Trans-Pacific racing, in honor of his 
granddaughter when she was 1 month 
old. Lieutenant Commander Leary, the 
seventh winner, won honorable mention 
in 1948 and 1948. 
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Cutters Storis, Citrus 
Fight Juneau Mill Blaze 


Two Coast Guard cutters, the Storis 
and Citrus, gave “allout” assistance re- 
cently when a midnight fire destroyed the 
mill of the Juneau Spruce Mill Company 
at Juneau (Alaska) Harbor with an esti- 
mated loss in excess of $500,000. 

The two vessels were at the Government 
Dock when the blaze was noticed across 
the Harbor. The Citrus promptly moved 
out and moored upwind of the fire to 
wet down the docks and to dispatch a 
party. Simultaneously the Storis 
moored bow on the mill dock, sending 
ashore the entire crew except those on 
watch with eight hoses and a P—500 pump. 
Five Storis crewmen were sent with fire 
axes to assist the local fire and police de- 
partments on the mill’s land side. 

The blaze was under control at 0330, 
but all hands continued to fight the blaze 
until 0530. When recall was sounded 
nothing but smoldering ash remained of 
the mill. At 1400 the Storis departed 
on previously assigned duties. 

The Storis’ P-500 pump, said the offi- 
cial report, was particularly effective, 
outdistancing all other pumps by throwing 
au high-pressure stream more than 300 
feet. 


hose 


Magnesium Plates Said 
To Combat Hull Rusting 


The Canadian Navy, according to press 
reports, has determined that if plates of 
magnesium are strapped to the sides of 
ships, thereby preventing the flow of ions 
from the iron in the ships’ plates, 75 per- 
cent of normal will be elim- 
inated. The result would be that vessels 
would need to go into drydock only once 
in 3 or 4 years instead of yearly. 

Canadian naval researchers, who ear- 
lier found zine as an antirust measure lost 
its effectiveness after about 6 weeks, be- 
gan tests with magnesium in May 1947, on 
a minesweeper. Today, it was reported, 
the bottom of the hull “is in the same con- 
dition” as then. 


corrosion 
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Officers’ Pay Dates 
Now Same as Enlisted 


Headquarters announced in December 
the Secretary of the Treasury's approval 
of a proposal that officers shall receive 
their semimonthly pay on the 5th and 
20th of each month, as do enlisted per- 
sonnel. The change became effective 1 
January, thereby replacing the former 
Ist and 16th pay dates and making the 
initial payment fall on 5 January. 

The payment on the 5th day of any 
month covers pay and allowances which 
accrued to the last day of the preceding 
month. The payment on the 20th day 
covers pay and allowances which accrued 
to the 15th. 


31 March Deadline for 
Retirement Applications 


All commissioned and warrant officers 
with at least 30 years’ service who desire 
voluntary retirement during fiscal year 
1951 have been directed to notify the 
Commandant (PO) by 31 
March. Letters of notification must con- 
tain a break-down of service creditable 
toward retirement as of that date. Re- 
quests for priority for such reasons as 
family hardship must be substantiated. 

Officers who previously have made ap- 
plication for retirement, and have re- 
ceived acknowledgments, need not 


accordingly 


reapply. 
No. 60-49, which 
discusses voluntary retirement, points out 


Personnel Circular 


that it is not applicable to officers whose 


permanent status is enlisted and who 


desire to retire as enlisted personnel. 


Five persons, including a 5-year-old boy 
and his 20-month-old brother, survived a 
plane crash at sea about 60 miles off the 
Florida coast by clinging to empty spare 
fuel tanks. A life raft, 
equipment on the privately owned plane, 


seven-person 


had been discarded at Puerto Rico to save 
weight. A PBY made a safe rescue within 


2 hours. 
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